Power to Change
Sermon #1
“Anatomy of A Converson” Acts9:1-19

(Synopss  usng the story of Saul/Paul as a bass, we want to chdlenge our ligteners to
be sure of their converson, but more importantly understand what has to take place in
order for someone to be converted. As a result of this sermon, our hope is that our people
will be sendtive to others who find themsdves in the throes of the converson
experience)

Introduction:

1. You have heard the old story about “how many dectricians does it take to change a

light bulb...only one, but the bulb has to want to be changed” ... how about these?

a. how many Baptists does it take to change a light bulb? CHANGE? Who sad
anything about change in a Baptist church

b. how many Pentecostals does it take to change a light bulb? 7...one to change the
bulb and 6 to pray away the spirit of darkness

c. how many Evangdicd Free Church people does it take to change a light bulb?
As many as are needed to determine a quorum to vote on the idea of changing the
light bulb

d. onandon...

2. We laugh about change, but change is a powerful, dramatic thing. Over the next 2
weeks the entire province of Saskatchewan will be offered the opportunity to change.
Not the trivid thing of changing a light bulb, but the powerful thing of changing their
lives
a 95% of the province is going to be saturated with the message that life change is
possible, through Jesus Christ

b. people watching tv., ligening to radio, looking a newspapers, standing in the
lunch ling, waiting for a bus, spesking to a neighbour will be taking about this
media blitz derting people to the posshility of life change.

c. Itwill hit our province like nothing hasfor along time.

3. Dol believethat changeis possible, through Jesus Christ? You bet | do
alllus. share how Jesus Chrigt changed my life (testimony)
b. Itismy hope that people dl across this province will know the redlity of alife
Change possible through a persond relationship with Jesus Chrigt.

4. How does change happen? What is the process? The experts say that change is an
individuad thing, each of us would go through it in our own way. But | suggest to you
that there are some common threads in a person’s converson. Today | want to look
a the sory of one man's converson and use it as a reminder for us to be watching as
God does the working of bringing people to Himsdf over the next while. My hope is
that you and | will be sengtive to God's change process in the lives of our families,



friends, neighbours and co workers. Let's turn in our Bibles to ACTS 9 and look at
what | cdl, “The Anatomy of A Converson”, the story of how “ Saul” became *Paul”.

We are going to look at the dtory in three movements, let's see it like 3 parts of a

play.

Act 1—A Murderer Meets Jesus
TEXT: (retdl the gory for sake of reminding the audience)

1

2.

3.

context is the persecution of chapter 7 and especidly 81 (research
background a bit...)

Saul, is not just paticipating, but sdivating and leading the charge of
persecution...it's gone beyond a passion, it's become a vendetta againgt Xns

a  seeksout permission to trave two or three hours to Damascus (v2)

b. god isto find followers of Jesus, the way the truth and the life (v2b)

c. planisto arrest them (2¢)

But suddenly, in the midst of the journey, with no hint of warning, he's

Knocked to the ground by abrilliant light.... lightning? search light? Laser light?
We are not told, but it literally causes him to fdl to the ground, blind. (v3,4Q)

4.

5.

and he hears a voice, not identified by name, but he recognizes the tone
somehow...and the voice confronts him with the question “why...why...why
are you persecuting me?) v4/5

illus like when you were a teenager in the midst of doing something stupid
and the phone rings and the voice doesn't identify itsdlf, but you know in an
indant it's your mother and she's asking “why...why...why” only this ign't
his mother, it's Jesus himsdlf...and his blood runs cold, and his heart bests
faster

interestingly, his companions hear a noise but see nothing...and Saul is blind,

dghtless, but clearly rattled...they are puzzled and lead him the rest of the way to
Damascus and settle him into aquiet setting (v7-9

TODAY what does this scene teach us? It teaches us a lot about who God
reaches and how he goes about it.

1.

we sometimes think God works on quiet, gentle, soft people who ae

“reachable’. Yep, He does, but sometimes He goes after the hard core,

haranguing, desperately destructive types too. No one is outsde of God's

reach.

a. Peter reminds usthat “ God is not willing that any should perish” and that

Includes the hard core, distant ones.

b. God know the heart of a man is stubborn, resstant, proud, even hostile to
God. H€Ill do whatever is necessary to reach him, even bringing
brokenessinto hislife.

I. AW. Tozer used to say, “before God can use a man, he must break
him”

ii. You ligen to peopl€'s converson gory in life, how many times do
you hear about God reaching down and touching them in the midst
of marita break up, financid bankruptcy, persond breskdown



iii. What we deem as disaster, God says is part of a plan to reach
people.
lllus.  arguably one of the most famous conversions of the 20" century
was Charles Colson, intimate aide to the presdent of the United States in
the early 1970's. He was known as the “hatchet man” of president
Nixon's adminigration. You know what turned his life around? He was
caught breaking the law in the Watergate Scandd, sentenced to prison,
disgraced, disbarred and humiliated. And in the brokeness of a prison cell,
God reached him with the message of change.
iv. thereisno life that isirredeemable by God' s power to change.
be dert to people in ther time of need, often it is God's opportunity to share
the grace, and mercy, and forgiveness of Jesus with them. In your network
of friends, co workers, neighbours, who would be the furthest person from
God? What would it take for them to be reached for Christ?

(thet leads to scene 2 in our story...we pick it up in v10 ff)

Act 2—A Friend of Jesus Meets a Redeemed Murderer (v10-16)
TEXT—retd| the story here, narrating it afresh

1.

in the city d Damascus is a believer, his name is Ananias. We are not told a
lot about him, but he evidently knows the Lord. Look at the contrast between
Saul’s response to a voice in v5 and Ananias response to the same voice in
v.10. One of the marks of a believer is tha he or she recognizes the voice of
God intheir lives. (v10)

Ananias gets some pretty specific indructions (v11,12). That's how it is with
God, sometimes He gives broad direction, sometimes it is precise, specific, to
the point—this one isindisputable. .. God wants something done.

Ananias is spooked...v.13,14 he understands the request...too wel. He
knows al about Saul’ s reputation, only too well. No wonder he' s reluctant.

I. God told you to go to the publisher of Playboy magazine? God
told you to go to the locad hell’s angd chepter? God told you to
vigt alocd native witch doctor?

But look what God tells him..15/16...Saul is now cdled “God's chosen
ingrument. ..he's been given amission”

--going to the Bay for a “makeover”...pretty neat thing, but this more than

just the external adjustment

---when God changes a man, it's complete...it's totd, it's a makeover,

from the ingde out. .. he changes people hearts. ..

TODAY how bout us? Do we have the courage to reach out to someone who
only yesterday was the enemy of dl that we stood for and believed?

1.

2.

God will use the videos, and the advertisements, and the radio spots to awaken
people to change, but it's going to take the persond approach and
involvement in peopl€’ slivesin order for the whole process to be complete.

Did you know that it takes on average 7 presentations of the gospd before
people make a commitment? Like Naaman washing in the Jordan River (2



Kgsd) it's a process. How do you know that your presence is the first?
Second? Or 7" timein a person’ s life?

3. InSaul’slife, there was Ananias? To who will you and | be an Ananias?
[llus. John 4:39-42

1. Act Il Expanding the Circle of Fellowship (notice the progress in the story, from
murderer of the disciples, to broken convert to “brother Saul” v.17)
TEXT—Ananias doeswhat heistold, and look what happens!
1. Just as God had directed, it happened (v17.) If God gives you direction to
gpeak to someone, don't hold back, listen to God! Ananias explains Jesus to
Saul
2. And Saul takes steps, baby steps of Christian obedience (v18)
3. And Saul takes steps, baby steps of Christian service (v19,20)

TODAY
1. God does the converting, you and | have the wonderful privilege of being a
goiritud midwife.  Like human birth, timing is everything. You have to be
there in order to help.
2. | chdlenge you over these next two weeks to ask God to give you eyes to see
new born babesin Chrigt. | want you to do three things
a. write down people you know who might be touched by God's
presence during this campaign...start to pray for them by name.
b. Make plans to have a cup of coffee with them...especidly if you sense
God isusing thistime of harvesting in ther lives
c. Bring them here to church in the next Sunday or two. There is dways
room for one more sinner in our benches.

CONCLUSION  Power to Change is dl about change. It's life change. It's the kind of
change that God does. It takes a person who is far from God, logt as a left shoe and
brings them close. It's not just a media campaign though, it's a tool, that God will give to
you and | to use in seeing people won to Jesus Chrig.  Will you join me in the
endeavour?



Power To Change
Sermon #2
“Religious People Need To Change Too” John 3:1-17

(Synopss.  in this sermon the chdlenge will go out to church people to ask them to
consder if indeed they have come to a place in their life where they have surrendered
themsaves to Jesus Christ, but dso empowering believers to spesk to “good people”
about the gospd of Jesus Christ)

1.

last week we talked about Saul, a man who saw a dramatic conversion to Jesus Chrigt,
and it was that. Saul was a murderer, and he became a preacher. Can a drug crazed
dcoholic find God? You bet. Can a white collar arimind up and outer find Chrigt?
You bet. Can a man or a woman who has made a mess of their lives truly be forgiven
and dsart again? You bet. You see that's the message of Power To Change. That
with God, dl things are possble. God gives to us the power to change our lives,
regardiess of how broken they are. We get a second chance. In a world of sadness,
despair, shame and guilt, you don't think that’s good news? You bet it is!
This week though, | am going to change directions and take you down a different
path. | am going to tak to you about religious people needing to find the power to
change too. When | say “rdigious people” | mean people who go to church, like you
and |, but dso a whole host of people who dor't go to church but say they try to live
by the vaues of church.
llus | congtantly meet people who used to go to church, and don't. But say they
live by the lessons they learned in Sunday School years ago. Or lessons they
learned by reading Reader's Digest articles Or lessons they learned by watching
Robert Schuller on TV. You don't have to go to church to be reigious....and |
am telling you, they need what the Power To Changeis dl about aswell.

let me take your thinking with me as we turn to John3 and meet a rdigious man who
met Jesus...you probably know the story well, it’s the story of Nicodemus...turn with
me to John 3:1-17. Let'slook at it as a didogue between Jesus and an enquirer. But
ingead of jugt cdling it a conversttion, let's cdl it a “tennis match’ and see how the
ball goes back and forth over the net.

Opening Serve from Nicodemus (v1,2)

(Like any good tennis maich, it's got to get started, so Nicodemus walks to his side of the
court and preparesto get it going) We learn alot about him in afew short verses

1. HeisaPharisee (needs historicd research and explanation)
2. He'spart of theruling council, the Sanhedrin (historical research ...)
3. Hecomesto Jesusat night (v.2) why?

a. because Jesus was too busy during the day?

b. Because Nicodemus was too busy?

c. Because Nicodemus didn't want to be seen?
4. Hemakesapretty profound statement about Jesus...v2...he admits
Jesusisfrom God. .. because he’ s seen the miracles Jesus was doing. ..



Illus like me saying to Tiger Woods, “| see you re a pretty good golfer”
[llus. like me saying to Bill Gates, “you know how to operate a computer”
5. don't miss the point, he's gpiritually sendtive, he’s not opposedto Jesus, in
fact he’sintrigued.. . willing to ask some questions. ..

APPLICATION:
A. If you ae gtting in church today, you ae telling me tha you ae
soiritudly sengtive, a least willing to congder Jesus
B. If you know people who try to live mord lives, follow the golden rule,
They are saying they are “ iritualy interested”
C. If you have discussons with people interested world religions. ..
D. If you know someone who wonders about heaven...

There are a whole host of people in our lives who are like this Nicodemus, actualy
interested in Jesus. They may not be interested in church (chances are they aren't) but
they areinterested in Jesus.

Jesus returns the serve, with equa veocity, and even some topspin...v3

His words are powerful, yet alittle anbiguous

1. “I tdl you the truth’...phrase Jesus (and the rabbis) used to lay down a
draightforward, spiritua truth...kind of like when we preface something by
saying, “let me put it smply” or “in a nutshdl” or “well, to be brief and to
the point”

2. “no one can see the kingdom of God unless heis born again” ...

a. Nicodemus understood the “kingdom of God” part...he’s a Pharisee, they
Tried to live their lives perfectly/scrupuloudy to gain the kingdom of God
b. thisideaof “being born again”? what does that mean?

APPLICATION: before | move on, let's grasp the immengty of Jesus’ words,
you cannot see God unless you have this “born again” experience, whatever that
means...it's not church attendance, it's not atention to the rules, it's not
fadidious efforts in acts of kindness or avoiding acts of meanness, it's
experiencing this “born again” thing that qudifies you to see heaven? You can St
in a church bench for 80 years and miss heaven...you can do huge magnanimous
acts of charity and benevolence and miss heaven...you see what Jesus is saying,
how important isthis “born again” thing? It's huge!

Wesk volley by Nicodemus, barely getsit back over the net (v4)

1. He heard the words “born again” and concludes Jesus is taking about physica
birth (it's the only kind of birth he’s aware of). He likes the idea of getting a
fresh gart on life, a second chance, but if you have messed up for 40 years,
how can you undo it dl by darting dl over again. “nice idea Jesus, but totaly
impractica”

2. APPLICATION bt of society thinks like Nicodemus, they think that in order
to reach God, you have to be perfect, and if you have messed up, well, you
can do what you can, but if youve done too much dedructive suff, it’s too
laeto getit dl right...it' sanice idea, but you can't sart dl over agan.



lllus eagtern reigions (Buddhism)teach reincarnation...you work hard at
eech life, and if you do wdl, you improve in the next life and if you don't
you go down the ladder...eventudly, if you do things wel emough for
long enough, you reach “nirvana’

Jesus gpproaches the net to cut off the weak volley and hits a hard liner right back
at the feet of Nicodemus v5-8

1.

Jesus explains the picture of being “born agan” as a second birth of a

different kind...water birth and spiritua birth (v.5)

a. jud asthereisphysicd birth 6a

b. thereisaso spiritua birth 6b

Spiritud birth is like the wind, you cant see it coming, you can't even redly

e it's outcome...but you know it’'s there. You hear some noise, and you see

the results, that's how you know it'sred. When God touches a person's life,

it'sjust like that wind.

a. you don't know when God is going to touch a person's life...you can be
gtting there going dong merrily and al of a sudden you redize, youve
been going through the motions and you ve never turned your heart over
to God, you ve just been playing religion, dl these years

b. when God touches your life, adl of a sudden, your vaues change, your
priorities change, your desres change, the things you used to love become
part of the past, and you find a whole new set of dynamics a work in your
life. Peoplelook at you and say “what happened to you'’

“illus. Jennifer ‘finding religion’  (subgtitute your own illus here)
Spiritud birth changesyou...

Nicodemus barely gets his racquet on it, and it hits the frame, dribbling weskly
back into the net..v9-15

A. Nicodemus—pretty anemic answer Nicodemus!

B. Jesus—speaks of

1. what we know---power of experience

2. what we have seen—power of experience...

3. if you only have eathly experience of God, no wonder the heavenly
experience seems 0 profound, mystica, even drange...but it’s true...Jesus
was sent from God. .. as God' s son to show us God...
illus. bridgeillus from Navigators

APPLICATION

1. this is embarassng...| fed so dupid...I’ve been going through the mations

for so many years and I’ m alittle ashamed that you re just taking me gpart...

3. it's okay, you can't play tennis with Jesus and expect to win do you? Or even
hold your own?

4. Hardest thing for religious people to overcome is this idea of shame and

embarassment... Friend! Get over it!



VI. Jesuswaks off the court, leaving with Hisfinal wordsto Nicodemus v16, 17

A. God loves the world, doesn't hate it...he cares deeply enough to do what it
needed in order for t be part of his heaven forever...if a person “believes’ in
Jesus, a deep seated, heart oriented, turning from outward behaviour into an
inner spiritual  experience, the promise is that they shdl see God, now and
forever v.16

B. The heart of God is inclined to receive people, far more hat we are willing to
receive Him...that'swhat graceisdl about v.17

CONCLUSION
What does dl this say to us?

1. ae you interested in living a full eternity with God? Sure you are, that’'s why you are
here today. Are you trying to do it by your own physcd seam? If you ae it's
admirable, but you know, none of us is able to do everything perfectly possble. Even
if we got a fresh dart every day...it's not gonna happen. We need to be born again,
we need to give our lives over to the wooing, whispering winds of God' s Spirit.

Don't miss the opportunity today.

2. got a friend interested in gpiritud things? Maybe they are maingream religious?
Good for them, we need lots of religious people...but sometimes the very thing that
keeps us from God is our religion. Maybe they are new age rdigious? Lots of people
are, in fact there are more religious people than not today. But what is it that takes us
to God...our efforts, our behaviours, our biases, or our beliefsin Jesus.

3. You know what's redly drange a the end of dl this? We never hear what
Nicodemus finaly decided to do...I wonder sometimes...what about you today?
Don't miss the moving of God' s Spirit if indeed he is blowing in your life.

(opportunity for people to respond to the gospd invitation)



Power To Change
Sermon #3
“ Sowing Seeds, Reaping Results” Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

(Synopss  though the Power To Change campaign finishes after two weeks, it redly
was an exercise in seed sowing...some of the results may be immediae (and
problematic!) but some of the results may be longer term, not yet seen, but seen in the
days, weeks, or months to come...or even in eenity) The drength of this message
comes in bringing plenty of pesond anecdotd illudraive materid from the
preacher’ s experience in sowing and regping.

Intro:

1. Stephen Covey in his book “Seven Habits of Highly Effective People” talks about
sowing the seeds of the future today. He uses the easly understood garden
picture that if you want potatoes for supper tonight, you don't plant them this
morning. And it’s true, the things we sow today don't bring fruit today, but down
the road they will.

2. | remember talking to a non-Xn friend about an incident where he had taken too
much acohol and in driving home had turned too sharply into his driveway and
had clipped a pole doing some damage to his car. He looked a me kind of
snugly and sad “there must be some Bible verse to teach me a lesson right Rev?”
expecting me to come up with some statement about sirong drink or drunkeness.
But he was shocked when | said, “you bet, Gdatians 6.7 ‘you regp what you
sow'. It's true, the things we sow today may not bring fruit today, but down the
road they inevitably they wil.

3. Over the last 2 weeks we have been involved in a mammoth, province wide seed
sowing exercise.  Through the agency of televison, radio, newspaper, bill board,
magazine aticles, we have been sowing into the spiritud soil of Saskatchewan
that there is “Power To Change” in Jesus Christ. By our reckoning, 95% of SK
has seen a least one of the promos. In the industry this is cdled saturation
coverage. The field has been seeded. ..and some results are coming in.

4. | want to tak about what we did, and we can expect for the future in light of what
we did by turning your dtention to a passage of Scripture found in Matthew 13 in
afamiliar sory entitled the Parable of the Sower.

a Jesus was a magterful story teller...he knew that one picture was worth a 1000
words 0 he often spoke in pictures, in parables, in dtories....they were powerful
gories...kind of like jalgpeno peppers, you could pop one in innocently thinking
it was just a story, but onceit got by your lips  POWWW!!!

b.Thisis one of those stories. Read the passage---v1-9

Let'slook at the story in the 4 partsthat it unfolds for us...

Seed on the stoney ground (v4/v19)



Concluson:

Text—explan and illudrate the picture...”broadcasting seed by hand”,
inevitable scattering...hardened path where people waked...lot of seed went
onto it
Application
1. people won't receive the message...just won't penetrate, hearts are too

hard... illusillus
2. evil one does a number before the seed can penetrate

ilusiillus

Seed on rocky places (V5/6, v20/21)

A.

Text—explain and illugtrate the picture...trying to grow a crop in rocky soil,
possble to germinate the seed, get some response...but rare to see plant
survive and thrive. . .too little soil there. ..
Application
1. some people respond...seem to be actudly enthused, glad...
2. trouble comes...persecution comes...

a. beingaChridianigit easy...doesn't dways solve your problems

b. caneven create some problems...

illus

Seed amongst thorns (V7, v.22)

A.

B.

Text—picture of a garden, and weeds growing in it...crop can grow, but the
weeds affect the hedth and vigour of the plant

Application:

1. weeds=theworriesof THISlife

2. weeds=the decatfulness of riches

illus

Seed amongst the good ground (v8, v23)

A.

Text—picture of a seeds amongst the clear, clean black dirt, carefully

prepared, ready to receive the planting  illus. preparing a garden for seeding
B Application:

1. litletiny tomato seed producing a plant with dozens of tomatoes
2. tiny cucumber seed producing acrop of sweet tasty cukes

illus. Jonathan Edwards family...converted illus Sarah Wedey & family

1. you regp what you sow, we have sown

2. you don't dways regp exactly where you have sown
3. you reap more than you sow

4. you regp in duetime.



